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Native American Removal in Arkansas
Social Studies – 6 – 8 (U.S. History, Arkansas History, World History, Civics, etc.);
English Language Arts; Geography
This unit explores Native American removal in Arkansas through the use of primary and
secondary sources. Students will read newspaper articles, manuscripts, and pamphlet excerpts
to understand the story of Native American removal in Arkansas. A list of various activities related
to original primary and secondary resources allows teachers the flexibility to choose parts of this
lesson plan to use and adapt as needed.
Essential Question:
What Native American tribes lived in Arkansas in the 19th century? When and how did Native
American removal occur in Arkansas; and to where were Native Americans relocated?
Common Core State Standards:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4; CCSS.ELALiteracy.RH.6-8.5; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8; CCRA.R.2, 5, 6; CCRA.SL.1, 2; CCRA.R.1, 3, 4, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10; CCRA.W.1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10; CCRA.SL.1, 2, 4;
Arkansas Department of Education Curriculum Frameworks:
Era4.1.8.1; Era4.1.8.2; Era4.1.8.3; Era.4.1.8.4; Era4.1.8.5; Era4.1.8.6; G.2.AH.7-8.1; CG.6.AH.78.1; H.7.AH.7-8.1; H.7.AH.7-8.2;
C3 Alignment:
D1.5.6-8; D2.Geo.2.6-8; D3.1.6-8; D2.Civ.10, 11.6-8; D2.Geo.1, 4, 6, 7.6-8; D2.His.1, 2, 5, 14.6-8;
D2.Geo.2, 4, 6.6-8; D2.His.1, 10, 11, 14, 16.6-8; D2.Eco.1.6-8; D2.Geo.2, 5, 7.6-8; D2.His. 14, 15.68; D2.Civ.1, 5, 10, 11, 13.6-8; D2.Eco.1, 2.6-8; D2.Geo.5.6-8; D2.His.1, 4.6-8; D2.Civ.2, 5, 10, 12,
13.6-8; D2.His.1.6-8; D2.His.3, 11, 17.6-8; D2.Geo.1, 6, 7, 8.6-8; D2.His.1, 2.9-12; D2.Civ.1, 6, 10,
13, 14.6-8; D2.His.5.6-8; D2.Geo.1, 5, 6.6-8; D2.His.1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 11, 14, 16.6-8; D2.Civ. 9.6-8
Possible literature resources related to the lesson plan: Mountain Windsong: A Novel of the Trail
of Tears by Robert J. Conley (1995); Soft Rain: A Story of the Cherokee Trail of Tears by Cornelia
Cornelissen (1999); Walking the Trail: One Man's Journey along the Cherokee Trail of Tears by
Jerry Ellis (2001); The Journal of Jesse Smoke : A Cherokee Boy, Trail of Tears, 1838 by Joseph
Bruchac (2001); Pushing the Bear: A Novel of the Trail of Tears by Dianne Glancy (1996)
Native American Removal Vocabulary
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Caddo Nation
Hekatton
Lovely County
John Ross

Cherokee Nation
Indian Removal Act of 1830
Osage Nation
Treaty of Washington

Cholera
Thomas Jefferson
Quapaw Treaty of 1824

Caddo Nation – Native American tribe who were indigenous to the southwestern part of
Arkansas and northwestern Louisiana.
Cherokee Nation – Native American tribe indigenous to the eastern United States. A small group
of them came to Arkansas in the first decades of the 19th century. Later, a larger group came
through the state on the Trail of Tears.
Cholera – Bacterial disease, often fatal, that was epidemic among Native Americans on the Trail
of Tears.
Hekatton – Quapaw Chief during the Quapaws’ removal from Arkansas.
Indian Removal Act of 1830 – Act enacted by the United States government to offer Native
Americans in the east an opportunity to trade eastern lands for lands west of the Mississippi
River. Eventually, the act led to the Trail of Tears.
Thomas Jefferson – President of the United States (1801-1809). Urged Native Americans in the
eastern part of the United States to resettle west of the Mississippi River.
Lovely County – Tract of land established by the Arkansas Territorial government to act as a
regional buffer between the Osage and Cherokee in order to ease hostilities between the two
tribes.
Quapaw Treaty of 1824 – Treaty between the Quapaw and Arkansas Territory ceding all Quapaw
lands to the United States. In return, the Quapaw would go live in Louisiana with the Caddo tribe.
John Ross – Cherokee Chief during the Cherokees’ removal from Arkansas. His wife, Quatie,
would die on the journey.
Treaty of Washington – 1828 treaty whereby the Cherokees agreed to leave Arkansas Territory
and move to Indian Territory.

Background Information:
Indian Removal in Arkansas was not one single event; there were several stages to Indian
Removal and the process took almost twenty years. As early as 1809, President Thomas Jefferson
urged Native Americans to consider moving to “vacant lands” in the western part of the Louisiana
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Purchase. One of the first tribes to consider moving west were the Cherokees. The Cherokees,
whose native homelands were in parts of Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Kentucky, entered into a series of treaties with the United States where the Cherokees ceded
territory to the United States. As Cherokee territory shrank with each succeeding treaty, some
Cherokees agreed to move west. These Cherokees established settlements in eastern Arkansas
and became known as the Western Cherokees. In 1811, earthquakes destroyed many of the new
communities, leading the Western Cherokees to abandon eastern Arkansas and move into the
Arkansas River Valley. When they arrived there, they came into conflict with the Osage, who
claimed the region as their hunting grounds. Increasing trouble between the Cherokee, Osage,
and white settlers led the United States government to enter into a new treaty with the
Cherokee. In the Treaty of Turkeytown of 1817, the Cherokee agreed to abandon the Arkansas
River Valley and move to northwest Arkansas. The Osage, in turn, sold a large tract of land to the
United States to serve as a geographic buffer between the Cherokees and Osage. This land,
known as Lovely’s Purchase, did little to ease tensions between the two tribes. As more white
settlers moved into northwest Arkansas, the Cherokees found themselves under increasing
pressure to move into Indian Territory, now modern Oklahoma. On May 6, 1828, the Cherokees
agreed to leave Arkansas in the Treaty of Washington.
The Quapaw Nation were in Arkansas at the time of European contact. The population declined
rapidly since contact, and by the time Arkansas became a territory, the Quapaws numbered
around 500 people. In 1818, the Quapaws signed a treaty with the United States establishing a
homeland just south of current day Little Rock between the Arkansas and Ouachita rivers.
Eventually, white settlers began to covet the Quapaws’ land leading to conflict between the two
groups. In 1824, the Quapaws signed the Quapaw Treaty of 1824 ceding the remaining Quapaw
lands from the 1818 treaty to the United States. The Quapaws agreed to move to northwestern
Louisiana to live among the Caddo Indians despite having little in common with the tribe and
having significant language differences. In return, the Quapaws were awarded a $2,000 annuity
to be paid for twelve years.
By 1830, most of the Quapaws had returned to Arkansas, having failed to establish a homeland
among the Caddos. They hoped to purchase land and farming equipment in south central
Arkansas near present day Pine Bluff. The Arkansas Territorial government, however, refused to
allow the Quapaws to purchase land with their annuity payments. As a result, the Quapaws
found themselves without land or a means to support themselves. In 1833, the Quapaws signed
a treaty where they agreed to move out of Arkansas Territory and into Indian Territory.
In 1830, the United States government, hoping to move the remaining Native Americans from
the eastern United States, passed the Indian Removal Act of 1830. Over the next decade,
thousands of Native Americans traveled west toward Indian Territory. In Arkansas, Native
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Americans traveled over one of three main routes. One route began in Charleston, Tennessee,
and traveled by river through parts of Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee, and eventually up the
Arkansas River ending in Fort Smith. The other two routes were by land beginning in Charleston,
Tennessee, and then heading westward through Tennessee, southern Missouri, and through
Arkansas. Many of the overseers of the Indian removal schemes did little to ensure Native
Americans’ safety as they traveled. Many of the Native Americans died of hunger, sicknesses,
and cold. Additionally, many white settlers took advantage of the traveling Native Americans by
selling to them whiskey and food at exorbitant prices.
To learn more about Native Americans in Arkansas and the Trail of Tears, read the following
Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture articles:
Caddo Nation
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=549
Choctaw Scrip
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=7658
Cherokee
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entrydetail.aspx?search=1&entryID=553
Chickasaw
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=5436
Dwight Mission
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2473
Heckaton
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=556
Indian Removal
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2595
John Jolly
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=562
Lovely County
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2940
Native Americans in Arkansas
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=408
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Osage
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=551
Quapaw
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=550
Sarasin
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1756
Sequoyah
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=566
Trail of Tears
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2294
Cephas Washburn
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2473
Activities
Activity 1. Discuss the Quapaws based on primary sources
1. Have the students write one to two pages discussing the Quapaws based on the following
letters.
a. Have students read the letter from Quapaw Chief Hekatton to Governor Izard
regarding how the Quapaws are being treated. What is Hekatton’s purpose in writing
this letter? In the students’ opinion, does he expect a favorable outcome to his letter?
b. Have students read the letter from George Izard to the Secretary of War about the
living conditions of the Quapaws. To whom is Governor Izard writing? When was this
letter written? What is his main purpose in writing this letter? Have the conditions
for the Quapaws changed since Hekatton’s letter according to this letter? How?
c. How do these two primary sources add to the student’s understanding of the
Quapaws’ story?
Activity 2. Analyze an editorial from the Arkansas Gazette
1. Have students read an editorial from the Arkansas Gazette from October 7, 1820.
2. What is the author’s main point in the editorial?
3. What are the main arguments that the author makes and what facts does he use to back
up his opinion?
4. How does the author use descriptive language to convey his opinion?
5. Does the student find the arguments convincing? Why or why not?
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6. Would a settler in Arkansas in 1820 find the arguments convincing? Why or why not?
Activity 3. Analyze Trail of Tears Map
1. Have students look at a map depicting the Trail of Tears routes.
2. Have the students make some observations based on the map. What is the longest route
on the map? How long would it have taken people in the 1830s to travel such a long
distance? What kinds of challenges would the Native Americans face traveling such a long
distance? According to your readings, what was the response to the Native American
migrations by white settlers?
3. Have students complete the map analysis worksheet from the National Archives.
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/map_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Activity 4. Analyzing a letter from the Cherokees to Governor Miller
1. Have the students read the letter from the Cherokees to Governor Miller on April 22,
1820.
2. Have students discuss the letter. How many people signed the letter? Why would the
group sign it together as opposed to having one person, perhaps the chief, sign it? The
Cherokee authors appeal to Governor Miller as the authority in the dispute they are
having with the Osage. Does Governor Miller really have authority to declare peace or
war between the Native Americans? What is the significance of this letter? Does the
letter give any insight into the relationship between the Cherokees and Arkansas’s
territorial government? Have the students discuss the language that the authors use in
the letter. What phrases or passages are most memorable in the text?
3. Have students complete Written Document Analysis Worksheet
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_
worksheet.pdf
Activity 5. Analyze a letter regarding Native Americans on the Trail of Tears
1. Have students read the letter from Richard Hamum to William Fulton regarding Native
Americans’ treatment on the Trail of Tears.
2. Does the letter convey a sense of what it was like to be on the Trail of Tears? Why or why
not?
3. Have the students read articles from the Arkansas Gazette describing the Native
Americans on the Trail of Tears. The January 1, 1832, article disagrees with the other
articles with how the Native Americans are being treated. Have the students discuss why
there is a difference between the articles? Who do the students think are the authors of
the articles? Does it matter who the authors are?
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4. Based on what the students have read, have them imagine that they are on the Trail of
Tears and have them write a letter to relatives about what they are experiencing.
Other Resources on Native American Removal
“Trail of Tears”
http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/trail-of-tears
Online resources for the Trail of Tears from the History Channel website
“The Trail of Tears”
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h1567.html
Teachers’ guide and historical documents from the Public Broadcasting System
“A Brief History of the Trail of Tears”
http://www.cherokee.org/AboutTheNation/History/TrailofTears/ABriefHistoryoftheTrailofTears
.aspx
Historical documents and biographical material related to the Cherokees on the Trail of Tears
from the Cherokee Nation
“The Trail of Tears and the Forced Relocation of the Cherokee Nation”
http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118trail.htm
Lesson plans and teacher resources from the National Park Service regarding the Trail of Tears
“Trail of Tears”
http://www.arkansasheritagetrails.com/tears/
Maps and information on the Trail of Tears in Arkansas from the Arkansas Department of Parks
and Tourism
“Arkansas’s First People”
http://www.aetn.org/programs/arkansassfirstpeople
Online documentary from the Arkansas Educational Television Network titled We Shall Remain
and teacher resources regarding Native Americans in Arkansas

This lesson is funded in part by the Arkansas Humanities Council
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